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The work of Caesar Lombroso and what he contributed to criminology
Name
Institution
Date

Caesar Lombroso is famous for his contribution as the father of modern criminology. He believed that criminal behavior is an inherited trait and that criminals would easily be identified via physical defects. The criminal traits such as hawk-like noses as well as bloodshot eyes later confirmed a criminal as either a savage or essentially atavistic (Ciliberti, Armocida and Licata 2019).. This was a confirmation that an individual acquired the criminal behavior via inheritance hence “born criminal” traits that are identified via physical defects.  The study of criminology could not be complete without incorporating the works of Lombroso as barrister Diana Bretherick explains. 
The Lombroso’s general theory explained that crime offenders are identified from law abiding citizens through the adoption of numerous physical abnormalities. He stated that the criminals had the primitive characteristics that are easily associated with the apes, lower primates as well as the early humans and might also be preserved. He revealed that such “backwarded” characteristics contradicted the rules as well as expectations of modern civilized society. 
The subsequent years of postmortem examinations as well as anthropometric investigations of crime offenders, the mental disturbed as well as normal individuals, Lombroso had strong conviction that “born criminals” are anatomically distinguished through the features including slapping forehead, unusual size of ears, one’s face asymmetry, abnormal size of arms as well as cranium asymmetry among other features. He suggested that crime offenders including the thieves, rapists alongside murderers are identified using features such as insensitive to pain and touch, lacked moral sense, cruelty, impulsiveness, more vanity as well as vindictiveness among others. He also explained that the criminals have unstoppable craving for evil just for the sake of it as well as the desire to end the life of the victim. Lombroso explained that the rapists were characterized by having more “jug” like ears while the habitual murderers were identified through their cold, glassy stares and bloodshot eyes. 
Lombroso’s study of criminology did not seclude the women as criminals but asserted that the female crime offenders were more violent, lustful and immodest compared to male crime offenders. These women were described as shorter, more wrinkled coupled with complexion of darker hair as well as smaller skulls when compared to the law-abiding women. He concluded that the women that engaged themselves in crimes of passion were characterized by prominent lower jaws and were considered more wicked in comparison to the male counteracts. 
In the modern study of criminal behavior, crime and criminals. Lombroso theory of “born criminal” has culminated the people’s thinking and perceptions. Lombroso studies included works from other criminal anthropologists in Europe as well as carried numerous experiments to ascertain the theories. He utilized the bizarre contraptions in order to measure the size of an individual’s body parts. He also adopted more abstract aspects including sensitivity to identify an individual’s pain alongside a propensity to talk about the untruths. Eventually, he crafted the lie detector’s rudimentary prototype. 
In the lie detector various pieces of equipment for various purposes were used. An including that measures the changes on the blood pressure among the subjects was used. The subjects were people believed to posses an history pf offending as well as the law aborning citizens. During the process of carrying out the experiments the left arm was basically connected to machine while the other one was placed in an induction coil which he referred it as Rushkoff. The subjects were the exposed to numerous unpleasant stimuli such as electro shots, firing pistol sounds. Pleasant stimuli such as the music, money, images of nude women and food were also utilized (Amjad and Malik 2020).
Lombroso was greatly inspired by the work he did hence he went a step further to produce the five editions of criminal man in 1876. Consequently, he attained the title of father of modern criminology since he was the first person to acknowledge that crime alongside criminals might be studied scientifically. His theory of the “born criminal” cemented the thinking concerning the criminal behavior in the late 19th as well as early 20th century. Before the “born criminal” theory, there was a believe that crime was a crime against the God whose punishment ought to be carried in a befitting way. This included revenge against the offender and other prescribed forms of punishment. For instance, in the event an offender killed someone, he or she ought to endure similar fate (Dunnage, 2018).
Lombroso perceptions was captured by the thinkers in the enlightenment including Jeremy Bentham and Cesare Beccaria that acknowledged that the crime offenders carried a cost benefit analysis before committing the act. The offenders would not engage in crime activities in the event the costs made with tough punishments outweighed the potential benefits. Some critiques allude that it is not all the crime offenders are rational as well as the crimes since the violent crimes are carried out of emotions. In his works alongside other criminal anthropologists challenged the traditional ideas. They originally became the first persons to advocate on a scientific perception of study of crime and criminals (Ciliberti et al. 2018).
Some of the critiques allude that Lombroso at sometimes drew on some unprecedent evidence with main objective to increase more weight to his theories (Knepper 2018). This included the old proverbs as well as anecdotes derived from colleagues’ narrations across the years. Consequently, the critiques found space in attacking his work. Lombroso’s work was attained as a result of his unrelentless curiosity for crime, criminals as well as what motivated them to commit crimes alongside their cultural beliefs. 
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